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SI Sflll SAYS

Official Reoort on the De-

struction of Cervera,

DESCRIBES THE BLOCKADE

Schley's Report Accompanies

That of the Admiral.

Washington, July . The official re-p-

of Atonal Sampson up u the en-

gagement In which Cervera's fleet W3s

destroyed has been received at the navy

department and given to the press. The

portion referring to the actual progress
or the engagement is substantially mat-

ter which has been fully detailed hith-

erto by the As3.jc.ued Press. The con-

cluding portion, relating largely to the
conduct of the blockade before the battle
End to the results and effects of the fam-

ous conflict, containing much minute in-

formation hithirto unpublished, is as
follows:

"I regard this complete and important
victory over the Spanish forces as the
cmcessful finish of several weoks of ar-

duous and close blockade, so stringent
and effective during the night that the
enemy was deterred from making the at-

tempt to escape at night, and deliberately
c e ted to make the attempt in the day-

light. This was the case, I was informed
by tie commanding officer of the Cristo-

bal Colon.
"It ,eems proper to briefly describe the

manner in which this was accomplished.
The harbor of Santiago is naturally easy
to blockade there being but one entrance
and that a narrow one, and the deep wa--Ut

extending close up to the shore line,

presenting no difficulties of navigation
out's de of the entrance. At the time of

mi arrival before the port June 1 the
moon was at its full and there was suff-

icient light during tho night to enable
any movement outside of the entrance to
be detected. But with the waning of the
moon and the coming of dark nights
t lere was opportunity for the enemy to
e .cape, or for his torpedo boats to make
an attack upon the blockading vessels. It
was ascertained with fair conclusiveness
that the ilernmac, so gallantly taken
into tho channel on .Tune 3, did not ct

It I therefore maintained tho
blo(kade as follows: To the battleships
wa:, assigned the duty, in turn, of light-

ing the channel. Moving tip lo the port,

ata distance of from one to two miles

from the Jlorrc dependent uon the condi-

tion of the atmosphere they threw a
searchlight beam directly up the channel
and held it steadily there. This lighted
tip the entire breadth of the channel for
half a. mile insido the entrance so brill-

iantly that the movements of small boats
could be detected.

"Why the batteries never opened fire
upon the searchlights of the ships was
always a matter of surprise to me; but
they never did. Stationed close to tho
entrance of the port were three picket
launches, and at a little drstance farther
out three small picket vessel-conver- td

jachts and, when they wero available,
one or two of our torpedo boats. With
this arrangement thero was at least a
certainty that nothing could ge out of
the harbor undetected. After the arrival
of tho army, when the situation forced
upon the Spanish admiral a decision, our
vigilance increased. Tho
distance was reduced to two miles for
fill vessels and a battleship was placed
alongside tho searchlight ship, with her
broadside trained upon the channel in
readiness to Are the instant a Spanibh
ship should appear.

"The commanding officers merit the
KTa.test praise for the perfect manner
in whlch they entered into this plan and
put it Into evecution. The Massachusetts
w hi h, according to routine, was sent
tnat morning to coal at Guantanamo, like
the others, had spent weary nights upon
th s work, and deserved a better fate-tha-

to be absent that morning. I
for the information of the depait-n- i

nt copies of orders and memorandum
from time to time, relating to the

mjnner of maintaining the blockade.
' hn all the work was done so well

i d.fllcult to discriminate in praise.
'I h object of the blockade of
S'lu. dron was fully accomplished, and
ta.. h ind.vidual bore well his part in it
1 1 oimmodow in command on the second
tl iMtn. the captains of ships, their of-- I.

irs and men. he Are of the battleships
w is powerful and destructive, and the

of the Spanish sjuadron wa.
In gr.Mt,part. broken almost before they
1 iJ got beyond the range, of th-- lr own
f -- The fine speed of the Oregon .d

her to take . front position in the
t and the Cristobal Colon did not
- v up until the Oregon had thrown a

3 n !i shell beyond her. This perform-ii- i
idds to the already brilliant record

o" t'i fine battleship and speaks highly
' and care with which her ad-- r

i a efficiency has been maintained
"" g a service unprecedented in the
!. irv of vessels of her class.

i'se Brooklyn's westerly blockade po-- s-

i n ae her an advantage in the
c i.- - which she maintained to the end.
u i -- 'ie employed her tine battery with
c mg effect, he Teaas and the New

ork were saining on the chase during
the lasr hour, and had any accident

ihe Brooklyn or the Oregon would
lia certainly overhauled the Cristobal
C Mon From the moment the Spanish
sh p exhausted her first burst of speed
the resin t was never in doubt. She fell.
It fait, far below what might reasonably
li t e been expected of her. Careful

ts of time and distance give
her an average speed from the Ume she

j.red the liarbor mouth until die time
b was run m shore at Rio Tarquino
c 13 7 knots. Neither the New York nor
t e Brooklyn stopped to couple up their
forwwrd engine, bat ran the chase oat
wt h one pair, petting steam, of course,
as ratndH as possible on all boilers. To
stop to couple up the forward engines
w u d have meant a delay of fifteen
m nutes, or four mile in the chase.

'Several of the ships were struck, the
Brookc n more often than he others, bat
ve- - s ight mater'al injury was done, the
gr aut being aboard the Iowa, Our 'sw o' e man ki led and one wounded
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both on the Brooklyn. It is difficult to
explain this immunity from I033 of life
or injury to ships in a combat with mod-
ern vessels of the best type; but Spanish
gunnery is poor at the best, and the su-

perior weight and accuracy of our Are
speedily drove the men from their guns
and sHenced their fire. This is borne out
by the statements of prisoners and by
observation. The Spanish vessels as
they dashed out of the harbor were cov-

ered with tho smoke from their own
guns, but this speedily diminished in vol
ume and soon almost disappeared.

"The fire from the rapid-fir- e batteries
of the battleships appears to have been
remarkably destructive. An examination
of the stranded vessels shows that the
Almirante Oquendo especJaHy had suffer-
ed terribly from this fire. Her sides are
everywhere pierced and her decks were
strewn with the charred remains of those
who had fallen.

"The reports of Commodore W. S.
Scnley and of the commanding officers
are enclosed.

"A board, appointed by myself several
days ago made a critical examination of
the vessels, both with a view of report-
ing on the effect of our fire and military
features involved, and of reporting the
chance of saving any of them and of
wrecking the remainder. The report of
the board will be speedily forwarded.

CJIASE OP TICK COE.OX.
The last and most thrilling event of the

long chase the running down of the Cris-
tobal Colon Admiral Sampson describes
thus:

"There remained now of the Spanish
ships only the Cristobal Colon, but she
was their best and fastest vessel Forced
by the situation to bug the Cuban coast,
her only chance of escape was by a supe-

rior and sustained speed. When the Viz-ca-

went ashore, the Colon was about
six miles ahead of the Brooklyn and the
Oregon, but her spurt was finished and
the American ships were now gaining
upon her. Behind the Brooklyn and the
Oregon came the Texas, Vixen and New
York. It was evident from the bridge of
the New York that all the American ships
were gradually overhauling the chase and
that she had no chance of escape. At
12:50 the Brooklyn and the Oregon opened
fire and got her range the Oregon's heavy
sbells striking beyond her and at 1:10
she gave up without firing another shot,
hauled down her colors and ran ashore
at Rio Toruquin, forty-eig- miles from
Santiago. Captain Cook of the Brooklyn
went on board to receive the surrender.
While his boat was alongside I came up
in the New York and received his re- -
port and placed the Oregon in charge of
the wreck to save her. if possible, and
directed the prisoners to be transferred
to the Resolute, which had followed the
chase.

Commodore Schley, whose chief of staff
had gone on board to receive the sur-
render, had directed that all their personal
effects should be retained by the officers.
This order I did not modify.

The Cristobal Colon was not injured by
our fire and probably is not much in-

jured by beaching, though she ran ashore
at high speed. The bach was so steep
that she came off by the working of the
sea. But her sea valves were opened and
broken, treacherously, I am sure, after
her surrender, and espite all efforts she
sank. When it became evident that she
couM not be kept afloat she was pushed
by the New York iwdliy up on the beach,
the New York's stem being placed against
her for this purpose the ship being
handled by Captain Chadwick with ad-

mirable judgment and sank in shoal wat-
er, and may be saved. Had this not been
done she would have gone don in deep
water and would have been, to a cer-

tainty, a total loss."
JtKSCUIXG THE VANQUISHED.
Of the noble work of the rescuers from

aboard the American ships, Admiral
Sampson says:

'This rescue of prisoners, including the
wounded, from the burning Spanish ves-
sels, was the occasion of some of the
most daring and gallant conduct of tho
day. The ships were burning fore and
aft. their guns and reserve ammunition
was exploding, and it was not known at
what moment the fire would reach the
main magazines. In addition to this a
heavy surf was running just inside of the
Spanish ships. But no risk deterrerd our
offloers and men unti'J their work of hu-

manity was complete."
co:i:uojoitE srzu,Evs nr:Firr

Following Is Commodore Schley's re-

port:
North Atlantic Fleet, Second Squadron,

United States Flagship Brooklyn, Gua- -
natanamo Bay, July 6, 1S9S.

Sir: I have the honor to make the fol-

lowing report of that part of the squadron
under your command which came under
my observation during the engagement
with the Spanish fleet on July3, 1S0S.

At 9:35 a. m. Admiral Cervera, with the
Infanta Maria Taresa, Vizcaya, Oquendo
Christobal Colon and two torpedo boat
destroyers, came out of the harbor of San-
tiago de Cuba in column at distance and
attempted to escape to the westward.
Signal was made from the Iowa that the
enemj was coming ou but his movt.me.it
had been discovered from this ship at the
same time. This vessel was the farthest
west, except the Vixon, in the blockade
line. Signal was made to the n

division as prescribed In your general or-
ders and there v. as immediate and rapid
movement Inward by your squadron and
a general engagement at ranges begin-
ning at 1,108 yards and varying to 3.000

until the Vixcaya was destroyed, about
10.50 a. m. The concentration of the fire
of the squadron upon the ships coming out
was most furious and terrific and great
damage done them.

About twenty or twenty-fiv- e minutes
after the engagement began, two vessels,
nought to be the Terror and Oquendo. and
since verified as such, took fire from the
effective shell fire of the squadron and
were forced to run on the beach some six
or seven mites west of the 'harbor en-

trance, where they burned and blew up
later. The torpedo boat destroyers were
destroyed easily in the action, but the
smoke wa so dense in their direction that
1 cannot say to which vessel or vessels
the credit belongs. This doubtless was
better seen from your flagship.

The Viscaya and Colon, perceiving the
distance to their consorts, continued at
full speed to the westward to escape and
were followed and engaged in & running
fight with the Brooklyn. Texas, Iowa and
Oregon until M . when the Vhteaya took
fire from oar shells. She pat her helm to
port and with a hr&vy list to poru sood
in shore and ran aground at Asserradores,
about XI milee west of Santiago, on tire
fore and aft, and where she blew up dur-
ing tae night. Observing that sue i.ad
struck her colors, and that several ves-
sels were nearing her to capture and ..-

her crew, signal was made to cease fir'ng
The Oregon having provided vastly faster
than the other bau.eshiaa, she and :he
Br iokin. together with the Tcas an

vessel which proved to be v. jr ft

continued wetwr4 in pur : of :h
Co'on. Trhioh had ran close in --.ore

seeking some god spot to beach if
hi shoald fail to eiude fcer pursuers
Thi pursuit continued t t jr

spe y the Brooklyn, T . . . I othtr
s ,! and soon the B - ar.d th-- "'

n were witnn rr -- -- -- C- - o".
v . ;r- w a her 2&- -
itwiH rir 2)4ttir a will oXhjla ux til

Colon, X moment afterwards, the
Brooklyn opened Are with her guns,
landing a shell just ahead of her. Sev-

eral other shells were fired at the Colon,
now In range of the Brooklyn's and Ore-

gon's guns. Her commander, seeing all
chances of escape cut off and the destruc-
tion awaiting his ship, fired a lee gun and
struck her flag at 1:15 p. m., and ran
ashore at a point some 50 miles west of
Santiago harbor. Your flagship was com-

ing up rapidly at thetime. as was also the
Texas and Vixen. A little later, after
your arrival, the Christobal Colon, which
had struck to the Brooklyn and the Ore-

gon, was turned over to you as one of the
trophies of this great victory of the
squadron under your command.

During my official visit a Httlelater,
Commander Eaton, of the Resolute, ap-

peared and reported to you the presence
of a Spanish battleship near Altares.
Your orders to me were to take the Ore-

gon and go eastward to meet her and this
was done b ytho Brooklyn, with the re-

sult that the vessel reported as an enemy
was discovered to be the Austrian cruiser
Infanta Maria Teresa, seeglnk the com-

mander in chief.
I would mention for your consideration

that the Erooklyn occupied the most west-

ward blockading position, with the Vixen,
and being more directly in the route taken
by the Spanish squadron, was exposed for
some minutes, possibly ten. to the gun
fire of three of the Spanish ships and the
west battery, at a range of 1,500 yards
from the ships and about 3,000 yards from
the batteries, but the vessels of the en-

tire squadron, closing in rapidly, soon di-

verted this fire and did magnificent work
at close range. I have never before wit-

nessed such deadly and fatally accurate
shooting as was done by the ships of
your command as they closed in on the
Spanish squadron, and I deem it a high
privilege to commend to you for such
action as you deem proper the gallantry
and dashing courage, the prompt decision
and skillful handling of their respective
vessels, of Captain Phillips, Captain Boo
Evans, Captain Clark and especially of
my chief-of-staf- f, Captain Cook, who was
directly under my personal observation,
and whose coolness, promptness and cour-

age were of the highest order. The dense
smoke of the combat shut out from view
t'he Indiana and the Gloucester but as
these vessels were closer to your flagship
no doubt their part in the conflict was
under your immediate observation.

'.Lieutenant Sharp, commanding the Vix-

en, acted with conspicuous courage. Al-

though unable to engage the heavier
ships of the enemy with his light guns,
nevertheless was close in to the battle line
under heavy fire and many of the enemy's
hot passd beyond his vessel.

I beg to invite special attention to the
conduct of my flag lieutenant, James H.
Sears, and Ensign Edward McCauley,
aids, who were constantly at my side dur-

ing the engagement and who exposed
themselves fearlessly in discharging their
duties; also to the splendid behavior of my
secretary. Lieutenant B. W. Wells, Jr..
who commanded and directed the fighting
of the fourth division with splendid ef-

fect.
Iwould commend the highly meritorious

conduct and courage in the engagement,
of Lieutenant Commander N. E. Mason,

the executive officer, whose presence did

much to secure the good results of this
ship's part in th victory.
The navigator, Lieutenant A-- C. Hodg-
son, and the division officers. Lieutenant
T. D. Griffin, Lieutenant W. R. Rush,
Lieutenant Edward Simpson, Lieutenant
J. G. Doyle, Ensign Charles Webster
and the junior divisional officers were
most steady and conspicuous in every de-

tail of duty contributing to the accurate
firing of this ship In her part of the great
victory of your forces.

"The officers of the medical, pay and
engineer and marine corps responded to
every demand of the occasion and wero
fearless in exposing themselves. The
warrant officers, Boatswain Wm. L. Hill,
Carpenter G. H. Warford and Gunner W.
T. Appleigate, were everywhere exposed,
111 watching for damage, reports of which
were promptly conveved to me,

"I have never in my life served with b.

braver, better or worthier crew than that
of the Brooklyn. During the combat, last-
ing from 9:35 till 1:15 p. m., much of the
time under lire, they never flagged for a
moment ar.d were apparently undisturbed
by the storm of projectiles passing ahead,
astern ar.d over the ship.

"The result of the engagement was the
destruction of the Spanish squadron and
tho capture of the admiral and some 1,300

to 1.500 prisoners, with the loss of several
hundred killed, estimated by Admiral
Cervera at 600 men.

"The. casualties on- board the ship were:
G. II. Ellis, chief yeoman, killed; J.
Burns, fireman, first class, severely
wounded.

The marks and scars show that the ship
was struck about twenty-fiv- e times, and
she bears in all forty-on- e scars as the
result of her participation in the gTeat
victory of your force on July 3, 1SSS. The
speed-con- e halliards were, shot away and
nearly all the signal halliards. The en-

sign at the main mast was so shattered
that in hauling it down at the close of
the action it fell to pieces.

"I congratulate, you most sincerely
upon this great victory to the squadron
under your command and I am glad that
I had an opportunity to contribute in the
least to a victory that seems big enough
for all.

"I have the honor to transmit herewith
the reports of the commanding officers
and a drawing in profile, of the ship show-

ing the location of hits and scars; also
a memorandum of ammunition expended
and the amount to fill her allowance.

"Since reaching this place and holding
conversation with several of the captains,
vis : Captain Aulate of the Vizcaya and
tht second in command of the Colon.
Commander Contreras, I have learned
that the Spanish admiral's scheme was
to concentrate all the fire for a while on
tho Brooklyn and the Vizcaya to ram her.
In hopes that if they coutd destroy her
the hance of escape would be Increased,
as it was supposed she was the swiftest
ship of your squadron. This explains
the heavy fire mentlened and the 's

actions in tho earlier part of the
engagement. The execVnon of this pur-

pose was romtly defeated by the fact that
all the shls of the squadron advanced
into close range and opened an IrresisUbly
furious and terrific fire upon the enemy's
squadron as it was coming out of the

.

"I am glad to be able to say that the
lijury supposed to be below the water
!in wa due to a water valve being pea-e- 1

fro-i- i frne unknown cause and flood --

-g the compas-uneat-. The Injury to the
belt is found to be only slight and the
lenk seoaU.

"I bc to enclose a list of the officers
and crew who p&rtciatcd la the combat
of July 3, 1SS.

"I cannot close this report without
in high tanas of praise th

splendid conduct and support of Captain
C. S. Clarke of the Oregon. Her sped

wonderful nd her scccrate fire
spndxay dastructive.

"Very rcspectfclly.
"W. S. SCHLET.

Cosaraedore TJ. S. Navy, Commanding
RmsJ Satuuiroo. North. Allajitla S3

"To the Oommander-in-Chi- ef TJ. S. Naval
Force, North Atlantic Station."

CAT, CLARK. OFTilE OREGON
Following is the report of Captain C

E. Clark, of the U. S. S. Oregon, first
rate:

"Off Santiago de Cuba, July i, 1S93.

"Sir I have the honor to report that at
9:30 a-- in. yesterday the Spanish fleet
was discovered standing out of the harbor
at Santiago de Cuba. They turned to

the westward and opened fire, to which
our ships replied vigorously. For a short
time there was almost a continuous flight
of projectiles over this ship, but when our
Una was fairly engaged and the Iowa
had made a swift advance, as If to ram
or close, the enemy's fire became defect-
ive In train as well as range. The sh'.p

was only struck three times and at least
two of them were by fragments of shells.
We had no casualties.

"As soon as it was evident that the en-

emy's ships were trying to break through
and escape to the westward we went
ahead at full speed with the determina-
tion of carrying out to the utmost your
order: 'If the enemy tries to escape the
ships must close and engage as soon as
possible and endeavor to sink his ships
or foroe them to run ashore,'

"We soon passed all of our ships ex-

cept the Brooklyn, bearing the broad
pennant of Commodore Schley. At first
we only used our main battery, but when
It was discovered that the enemy's tor-

pedo boats were following their ships we
used our rapid-fir- e guns as well as the

upon them, with tolling ef-

fect. As we ranged up near the sternmost
of their ships she headed for the beach,
evidently on fire. Wa raked her as we
passed, pushing on for the next ahead,
using our starboard guns as they were
brought to bear, and before we had her
fairly abeam she, too, was making for
tha beach.

"The two remaining vessels were now
some distance ahead, but our speed had
Increased to 16 knots and our fire, added
to that of the Brooklyn, soon sent an-

other, the Vizcaya, to the shore in
flames.

Only the Cristobal Colon was left, and
for a, time it seemed as if she might es-

cape, but when we opened with our for-

ward turret guns and the Brooklyn fol-

lowed she began to edge in toward the
coast and her capture or destruction was
assured. As she struck the beach her
flag came down and the Brooklyn sig-

nalled 'Cease firing,' following it with
'Congratulations for the grand victory;
thanks for your splendid assistance.'

"The Brooklyn sent a boat to her and
when the admiral came up with the New
York and Texas and Vixen she was taken
possession of. A prize crew was put on
board from the ship under Lieutenant
Commander Cogwell, the executive officer
ibut before 11 p. in. tho ship, which had
been filling in spite of aW efforts to stop
leaks, was abandoned, and just as the
crew left she went over on her side.

"I cannot speak in too high terms of the
bearing and conduct of all on board this
ship. When they found that the Oregon
had pushed to the front and was hurry-
ing to a succession of conflicts with the
onemy's vessels if they could be over-
taken and would engage, their enthusiasm
was intense.

"As these vessels were so much more
heavily armored than the Brooklyn they
might have concentrated upon and over-
powered her, and consequently I am per-

suaded that but for the way the officers
and mn of the Oregon steamed and
steered the ship and fought and supplied
her batteries, the Colon and perhaps the
Vizcaya would have escaped. Therefore
I feel that they rendered meritorious
service to ithe country, and while I can
not mention the name of each officer and
man individually, I am going to append
a list of the officers, with their stations,
that they occupied, hoping that they may
bo of service to ithem should the claims
of others for advancement above them
ever be considered.

(Here Captain Clarke gives a list of the
officers and their positions in the light.)

DAYS AND NIGHTS IN CAMP
Camp Cuba Libre, Jacksonville, July 16.

The soldier's opinion of his life in camp
depends very largely upon his tempera-
ment. According to the Individual way of
looking at things, camp life is either a
dull and dreary round of prescribed du-

ties, in which the hours of idleness are
as much a part of the tedious monotony
as are the hours of drill, or it Is a well
adjusted and pleasant mixture of hours
of work and hours of recreation.

The general programme for the day Is
much the same in all camps, though it
may and does vary in some of its details.
Tho soldier is what most of us would re-

gard as an early riser. Reveille puis his
eyes open between 4 and 5 o'clock in the
morning. In some camps It 13 4 o'clock.
In none, perhaps, is It as late as 5. Then
he has twenty-fiv- e or thirty minutes in
which to wash, dress and respond to roll
call, before mess-ca- ll summons him to
breakfast. Twenty to thirty minutes are
allowed for the meal, and then comes the
calls for the special processes. Sick caH
comes In the morning in some camps,
though it is deferred until the afttrnoon
in others. This calls everybody in the
camp to appear before the medical off-

icers for an investigation of his physical
condition. Those who report thpmselws
to be in good order are sent about their
business. Those who complain of ail-

ments are duly examined as a civUian

would be if he summoned his family phy-

sician to his house. Strith may have a
cold. Jones a stomach disorder, and
Brown may have a fever. According to

the nature and the severity of the attack.
Brown, Jones and Smith will be dosed on
the spot or sent to the hospital

Police call summons the dttail to "po-

lice," or clean up. the camp; to remove

rubbish that has accumulated within the
proceeding hours, and to
burn all that is combustible, and to put
all that is not readily destructible whf-r-

It can be removed by the refuse and gar-

bage wagons. The call for guard mount
sets those who are appointed for senti-

nel duty upon their wearv tramps bsX
and forth, back and forth, ovtr a few

rods of the camp boundary Two hours
of duty and then rt41ef. then two bmirs
more of duty, and so on. to war out a
day, rare broken by incident of any

kind. A salute to a passing officer tie
examination of the ps oi an ooonai
visitor, and the stopping of swne strag-

gler who seeks to eater or leave the camp

without the necessary are n-- :

wHdly exc.tmg events with which o

the tedium of carrvfne s g .n a fr
rods in one dlreoUoa sad torteging it ba-- k

c?ln in the opposite direction.
These special detail disposed of. th:

entire coasnand. with tfce except ka of

those detailed for racial duty, tms out

for drill The tisv oceup! T ":rt:!

xxzy. in th difXtrent can, accords?
and iqrtBSOt e

to the ooiknU--

the men. Tne renter F
ta-- i a hour or two Tae voimrtter any
need four or firo Ixwr ptr - 2:-a-in- e

drHJ may last far an hour or It aajr

last for two or ;. It 3y ta,K. l&ft

caUsCheaCtc exercise known a il
driH. If ibai of tfctsy

seedKS. It usually 1. It is suite surprU-- 1

set what & 1st cf racul-iwailerfc-d.

slouchy-gaite- d, bent-bac- k chaps we have
in this country men who stand and walk
as though they were too tired or too
lazy to hold themselves erect.

In just this particular lies one of the
most noticeable differences between the

5Ef2B.r-ci- . pS
well taken ouc of it. On drill, he stands
erect, with his head and chin well up. He
may slouch a little when off duty, but his
work at setting up drill leaves its stamp
upon him evn then. Even when off ruty,
if he meets an officer he comes into posi-

tion and his hand goes up with that pre-

cision of salute which marks the soldier,
and which is so different from the half-finish-

and off-ha- wave of the arm
which is so common among the ranks of
the volunteers. But the correct salute Is
one of the tricks of the trade, teamed by
months and years of practice, until the
proper movement becomes instinctive
Our volunteer boys are somewhat excus
able, though there should be more atten- -

nently military. The sailor ducks and j

bobs, but the soldier's salute is a salute
in which he stands erect, ,

and respectful, to recognize the presenct
of his superior officer. By his salute he
recognizes, not the individual, for he is
supposed to salute all officers, known or
unknown, but he saSutea the military
rank to which he himself may aspire and
wh'ch he may attain.

After this hour or two of driH. unless
he Is detailed for some special work, the
soldier's time is his own for four, five or
six hours, according to the routine of each
camp. He has nothing to do until the
middle of the afttrnoon. Passes are Is-

sued to number of the men of
each command, and those who have them
are free to go where they will btyond the
limits of the camp, provided they return
by the time specified on the pass. If they
overstep the time, it will probably mean
the guard-hou- se for a certain number of
hours or some other form of punishment.
Sometimes not more than two. three or
four of these passes are issued to each
company on each day.

Counting out the guard, the special s,

and tht men on day Iteave, from one-ha- lf

to two-thir- of 'the regiment, at
least, is left to its own dlvices and re-

sources during these midday hours. Some
read and some sleep. Some play ball and
some play cards. Somt go to those ad-

mirable and invaluable adjuncts to all
our camps, the big tents of the Young
Men's Christian Association, and play
dominoes or checkers, or write home let-

ters. The camp secretary of the associa-
tion, Mr. Frank L. Smith, informs me
that 3.000 letters a day are written in the
Young Men's Christian Association tents
at Camp Cuba Libre. The writing ma-

terials and the paper and envelopes are
furnished gratuitously by the associa-
tion, and 'there is hardly a time during
the day bttween the hours of duty when

i.ArtA tAr,? !. flollAf Tcfth inldierfl
reading, writing or playing the games
which are furnished for their use. The
work of the Young Men's Christian As-

sociation In the camps can hardly be too
highly commended.

Drill Is resumed at from 3 to 4 o'clock
in the afternoon, according to the orders
issued in the different brigades, and lasts,
like the morning drill, from one to two
hours. This is sometimes varied by a bri-

gade or a division review. I attended a
division review last Frday afternoon.
Nine regiments of Infantry, numbering In
all-- some 10,000 men, In line. It Is a

lt-4- . LI.U -c Kaam nrttntcfai VT fftW I

people of the present generation. The
position of the troops on their arrival
on the field, and their movements after-
ward, would be mort easily described by
diagrams. To say that they formed in
"column by masses, faced to the front,"
is to be unintelligible to many readers.
Let me say. then, that the term "line"
refers to the formation from side to side,
while "column" refers to the formation
from front to rear. In this case the po-

sition was that of "column of masses,"
or, each company being drawn up In

double lines, they stood company behind
company from front Co rear. The three
regiments of tach of tho three brigades
stood next to each other, with the pre-

scribed space between, in parallea col-

umns. The entire division stood as If one
were to draw nine straight lines. At the
head of each regiment stood thexfiflfflfl

head of each regiment was its colonel,
with his staff, mounted, nl their proper
places at the head of each brigade was
the brigadier general, with Ws staff, also
mounted. Across the fltld was the di
vision commander. General Arnold, with
his staff. Major General Le, the corps
commander, with hi staff and the guests
of the day, occupied the position of
honorable spectators.

Whtn all were In position and ready for
the first movement. General Burt, com-

mander of the First Brigade, attended hy
his staff, rode across tho fild. stopp ig
at the proper distance for the prescribed
sa?ute. and announced that tne troors
were ready for the inspection of their I

commandlng officer, who. accompanied by !

General Burt and the staff of twih. roo

along the line, saluted by the officers, the
troops and the regimental bands, as they
approached each command. After mak-

ing the circuit of the field tbpy returned
to thir position at the reviewing stand,
and the troops, beginning oln the right,
got into motion for the march past. As

each regiment approached, its band feH

out of the ranks and took position oppo-

site the reviewing officers, and continued
its music until the regiment had passed,
when it fell into position in the rear, and
left room for its successor. As each bri-

gade and regiment came up its command- -

ins officer, with his stall, iook ms pot-

ion in the review-in-s line until the com-

mand bad passed, when they saluted and
returned to their posts in the marchng
line As the flag and the regimental j

r,hr go by. th band salutes from its j

position with a fanfare, the heads of J

on the reviewing line are bared, and th j

hfadx of all male .Twotatnrs r suppoeod
, k-- ?iw..i- -h many remained eovtrl

of 'h proper thing
tw-ais- e of igwrn - r
to do The martb pest the stand coos the j
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the opportunity presented of weeks and
months of life in camp to cultivate that
quality of patience which Is very useful
for a man through life in some
convenient and accessible corner of ones
brala-pa- a . A. G. R.

just one man's experience
Detrolt. Mieh Jiriv S Liantenant Orin

B, Myer, of theThird United. States cav-
alry, is the firtt soldier of the war to
reach Detroit bearing the honorable
wounds of battle. He came on a, visit to
Captain S. A. Smoke at Fort "Wayne,
Wednesday and left yesterday for Fort
Leavenworth, Kan., to visit his wife.
Lieutenant Myer was wounded on the
first day's fighting at Sanago. A Mauser
bullet struck him in tho extreme lower
portion of the abdomen, near the pofvis.
and ploughed its way through ten inches
of flesh, coming out near the base of the
spmt. The wound was no.larger in diam-
eter than a lead pencil.

The officer gave a description

rocking himself on the roomy porch of
Captain Smokes' dwelling.

He is 29 years old and comes from an
old and respeotea lanniy ot wieveiana.
Of athletic build and nervous energy, he
is a fair type of the American soldier. He
has the Syrian cast of countenance and
speaks with the fresh air of the plains In
sis voice.

He "told of the horrors of that battife.
No one, he said, had ever described it,
and no one ever would.

"A molten- - sun burned the troops; its
rays were like a million white-h- ot needles
searing the flesh and blinding the eyes
as the troops crept, stumbled and stag-
gered forward in a perfect hell of Are,"
he said.

"It was just at noon that I was struck.
I felt asif someone had Wt a ter-
rific blow with a sledgehammer. I re
member that I was leaning forward at the
time and that I straightened up and said:
'God, Jim, I'm done fori

"Jim was another officer, who stood by
me, and as he turned to "Jook at mo, a
bullet pierced him through and through
and he fell my legs. I lay there
for a full hour and no one but God and
myself knows how I suffered.

The sun seemed to me to be setting
on fire tho withered grass around me. I
beat my hands about to try and keep tho
flames away, but there were no flames;
it was my fancy. All through that long
hour the bullets screeched and whistled
about me and Caere and there I could see
some poor fellow straighten up and fa'il

with his arms beating the air."
"Was I afraid when into the bat-

tle? Yes I was afraid. Who ever says
he would not be afraid under like

is both a tool and a liar. My

nerves were strained to such a tension
that I felt as if the blood vessels in my
head' would burst. I kept saying to my-

self, as the bullets screeched about me:
'The one Is for Orin! The next one

is for Orinl' and I would duel; my head
as I heard them. Nearly every soldier
does that. I am told, in his first battfee.

"I had Just said to myself, 'The next
one is for Orin,' when plunk I got it. I
thought I was mortally wounded, for
I felt as 1 f the whole lower portion of me

had been shot away. My right leg was
paralyzed for twenty-fou- r hours, and I

when I found thatwas a very happy man
it was not permanently so.

"Our trooos made some very bad mis

takes: mistakes that will probably never
De made again. One was when a colored

I .. n t frlO1 ml l fl aWSV UD in
the very heart of the fire, threw to the
breeze its regimental flag. The flag was
yellow and Wue and resembled tne Span-

ish The American troops in the
rear, thinking the flag was the flag of
Spain and that the colored regiment was
a Spanish regiment, fired two volleys into
it. killing and wounding many of tho
brave colored lads.

"Another mistake was made by a Mich-

igan company. When the wagon train
was taking myself and the hundreds of

other wounded from the field to Slboncy,

a "Michigan soldier came out of a grove

and, for some unaccountable reason, dis-

charged his rifle. This seemed to be a
signal for a terrlflo volley that came di-

rectly afterward from the company in

the grove.
"The mutes attached to the wagon train

were wild fellows and tho suden firing
stampeded them. They ran away, and

hA fnremost. coing into a gully, of

tho wagons crashed after, and the wreck
of the tram witn the wounded men in it

n omnlete. It was six hours before we

could get assistance and have the wagon

train moved in order.
"Are the Spaniards good soldiers? Well,

you can bet your vry existence thy are;

the best soldiers on earth, I believe, and
whenever you peo a contrary statement
in the newspapers you can set It down as
a He. They are not only devilish good

soldiers, but devfissh good marksmen.
"I was with the detachment that went

with a flag of to Gnfral Toral, the
Spanlsn reneral defending Santiago. Th
old general received us with great cour
tesy, and after It hid been explained to

him that further resistance on his part
would be useless; that the fall of Santiago
was certain, he said with a smile:

'Soldiers and gentlemen.you know that
it te possible for a soldier die in de-

fense of his flag '
"Yes. thy are strategists. For 1,500

yards In front of thHr Intrenefcments thy
bad cut away the trees and brush, leaving
a pabnetto tre b"re and one there and
another beyond. Now, why did they
those tres standing' They were left a
range finders. The Spaniards had nvj-sur- ed

the distance from their intriirb-meat- s

to each of those trees and ttoey

knew exactly how to train ibr cubs
when our troops otrocljed la ths open-

ing, and tbey trained tlwm well, tew

Their very first Itiot diHX3tl one f
our st guns killed eu nn and
wounded a score mar.

"No it4thf Owners! Siaftr nor a-er-

Wheeler acttre comaMind t
our troops !i if tnen wr l!5 and
uere thr miles in the rr of ike
fte,f JttK nw ri troop re nsBaad-
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up. While the ministers were still de-

bating It. the captain-gener- al of Madrid
arrived and declared rhat the army was
resolved neither to listen to norto consent
any talk of peace, saying tha if there
were no other reason, it was due to ths
soldiers irho bad. fought so heroically at
Santiago, disputing the ground with the
enemy Inch, by Inch, that the war should
go on.

The opinion finally prevailed in the coun
ell that In. view of the fact that there Is

an army of 150.000 men In Cuba, It was
not possible to abandon the fight in de-

fence of the rights of the nation In that
island so long-a- it could be carried en.

Leaving the council chamber, oae of ch

ministers aid: "We must oppose a

serene front to the reverses of fortune.
and with a high heart, yielding neither to
discouragement nor fear, continue the
fight against those who are striving to
deprive us of our possessions, until re-

verses against which wo can no longer
contend oblige us to yjrrender. We can,

then say that we fought as long as we
were able In defence of the integrity of
the nation, jieldlng only when our forces
were destroyed, not while we had a pow-

erful army, with weapons In chelr hands.
If, however, the country should require
us to adopt a different course, we must
bow to its will and obey."

Such, In brief, are the principal Incidents
which marked the day on which the catas-
trophe of the annihilation of Admiral Ox-ver- a's

squadron became known in Madrid
a day that will be remembered as one

of the darkest for Spain of the dark days
of the closing century- - Public exottoment
has since then Quieted down to soaae ex-
tent, or at least its existence is less appar-
ent. But perhaps, while tho feeling
against the government is less apparent,
it has in reality grown stronger; now that
th peoplo are able to look m the situa-
tion more calmly, they are able to reaUzj
more fuliy the extent of cheir mlsfortuao,
and also the culpability of the govern-
ment In precipitating the disaster. What
tne outcome of the situation will be.
whether the government will decide for
peace or war, it Is as yet impossible to
guess. On the one hand arothecommer-cl- al

and manufacturing classes of Cata-
lonia, eager to Mart again on the path
of industrial prosperity and progress so
rudely interrupted by tho war, who ware
almost unanimous for peace before the
declaration of the American government
of its intention to send a fleet to bombard
the coast c Spain, but who are now di-

vided in opinion: the .Labor-Sociali- st party
which is loud and insistent In its demand
for mmedlate peace, and a few anions the
practical minded 3f all clas?es, who see
In a further prolongation of the war the
utter exhaustion of Spain.

On the other hand, are tho Idealists,
the army, and the great body of the peo-
ple, who regard the honor of tho army as
their own, since ouch of them has now,
or has had, or expects to have a on,c
a brother, or a father, or a hujbaad, tn
tho army, and who holds Us honor. wrMcfe
they consider one with that of the Mtifcm.
higher than any material good. TW Is
a powerful force from the fact that the
Spanish peasant is almost independent af
material prosperity, which consequently
counts for Utie with him. Frugal In Ma
habits, with few material wants to sup-

ply, lie Is able to live on almost noth-

ing; and the customs of the country
prevent him from feeling any dagradn-t'o- n

In his poverty. As a man, he Is tile
equal of ths highest, and no grandeo at
Spain would venture, even if he felt o In-

clined, to treat with contumely tflo lowest
of his countrymen. Even tho begtjar in
the street receives from tho man who'
perhaps refuses an alms the courtesy
which is given and demanded by every
Spaniard.

Then, there are other forces en tltftt sida
of tho question to bo taken Into account.
The Corllsts. while not strong enough to
overthrow the gcrvernment. could yet ore-at-e

considerable disturbance in the prov-
inces in which Don Carlos has a following,
and in tho event of a peace dishonorable
for Spain bring concluded, there Is IkUe
doubt that they would do so.

Besides these, there are the republicans,
without counting among thwn, however,

er president of ihe rapubfca. Senor
Pi y Margall. who came out boldly not
long since In defence of the government,
accusing the press of b"tng mainly instru-
mental in creating the present situation.
And there are the revolutionists, without
leaders or programme. These maks no

secret of their opinions, and declare apea-l- y

that ohe time Is drawing near wen
Spin mol be by a rval0n
llko that which took place at the end of
the last century In France. Tflie 1H

bUme the government equally wWaheVsr
course It adopts, and are by no meows th
least difficult factor of ris problanv
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